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There are no lasting friends or permanent 
foes when it comes to Jersey politics and the 
bare-knuckle brawls that often define local 
elections. In Newark, alliances are already 
changing like the wind — setting the scene 
for a frenetic election season that could rival 
the Garden State’s most notorious political 
battles. 

After months of will-she or won’t-she 
rumors swirling around the city, Cen- 
tral Ward Councilwoman Gayle Chaney- 
field-Jenkins, who once ran alongside Mayor 
Ras Baraka in 2014, confirmed Tuesday she 
will seek to dethrone him in May’s election. 

That fight is only the beginning. A fired 
City Hall aide wants to unseat his ex-boss as 
councilman. A former North Ward council- 
man is challenging, among others, the man 
who once picked him for deputy police direc- 
tor. And yet another spurned aide is going 
straight for the top — and running for mayor. 

The crisscross of former allies and oppo- 
nents knits a complicated web of politics in 
New Jersey’s largest city as it revs up for an 
election that’s already elicited mud-sling- 
ing and personal attacks online — months 
before political intentions were ever 
announced. 

In the circus that inevitably comes to 
Newark during its local elections, in which 
all nine council seats and the mayor’s term 
are open, little is sacred. 

“In 27 years I’ve been in politics, I think 


this is going to be the most interesting elec- 
tion,” said Nelson “Butchie” Nieves, who is 
running against his longtime boss, Council- 
man-At-Large Louis Quintana. Nieves sued 
Quintana last year, claiming he was wrong- 
fully fired. 


TEAM BARAKA 

Baraka has rallied a slate with eight of 
the nine incumbent council members and a 
newcomer seeking the seat of the sole hold- 
out: Chaneyfield-Jenkins. 

The day before Baraka officially solidi- 
fied his slate and named his former student 
LaMonica McIver as his candidate for Cen- 
tral Ward, Chaneyfield-Jenkins carved out 
a 15-minute slot during a televised coun- 
cil meeting saying she was fed up with the 
administration and promised to fight the 
spears she said were being cast at her and her 
husband, Kevin Jenkins. 

“Tm not here to go along to get along, I’m 
here to make sure that the citizens are pro- 
tected,” she told NJ Advance Media on Tues- 
day. 

Chaneyfield-Jenkins said she was 
prompted to run by her disappointment in 
the administration. She described a lack 
of transparency and disrespect toward her 
when she disagreed, and recent scandals 
involving guilty pleas by two people close to 
Baraka for tax evasion and wire fraud. 

“T have the ability and obligation to try to 
make things better,” she said. 
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Key challengers to 
Mayor Ras Baraka 
(pictured above) 


Gayle Chaneyfield-Jenkins: 
Central Ward councilwoman 
says she is fed up with the 
current administration. 


Louis Shockley: Former 
aide to a West Ward coun- 
cilman, Shockley has railed 
against the gentrification he 
says is taking over the city. 
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Ex-official: 
NJ Transit 
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Agency denies allegations 
over safety concerns in 
whistleblower complaint 
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NJ Transit thwarted warnings about 
years-long safety issues and instructed its 
compliance chief to label his written con- 
cerns as confidential to prevent scrutiny by 
attorneys, media and the public, according 
to a whistleblower complaint filed with the 
U.S. Labor Department. 

When Todd Barretta started the job last 
March, he alleges in the complaint, he wit- 
nessed rail crews given the answers to oper- 
ating-rules tests and discovered federal 
recommendations that had been unad- 
dressed for three years. When Barretta 
raised concerns, he was instructed to mark 
his communications as confidential “to cir- 
cumvent New Jersey’s Open Public Records 
Act and any other discovery rules,” accord- 
ing to a copy of the complaint obtained by 
Bloomberg News. 

“I found a profoundly unsafe pub- 
lic agency culture where managers were 
allowed to give lip service to federal rail- 
safety rules and regulations,” according 
to the document, which was filed Wednes- 
day with the Labor Department’s Region 2 
whistleblower office, based in Manhattan. 
His attempt to “change NJT’s unsafe cul- 
ture” led him to be fired in August, Barretta 
says in the complaint. 

NJ Transit spokeswoman Nancy Sny- 
der, in an email, said that while the agency 
typically doesn’t comment on ongoing 
SEE TRANSIT, 10 
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Ready, set ... 


Gov.-elect Phil Murphy kicked off his 
inaugural events Friday and named his 
pick for education commissioner. Page 3 


Battle over school aid 


Ten New Jersey school districts on 
Friday announced they will petition 
the state education commissioner to 
fix inequalities in state school aid ina 
potential precursor to a lawsuit. Page 3 
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Trump remark sparks global fury, clouds immigration overhaul effort 


The lone Democrat present for the Oval Office encounter 
said that Trump’s denial was false and the president “said 


Anne Gearan and Ed O’Keefe Washington Post 


President Donald Trump’s comments about African coun- 
tries and Haiti drew condemnation from around the world 
Friday, putting the White House and Republicans on the 
defensive while casting doubt on hopes of resolving disputes 
in the coming weeks over immigration legislation. 

In a tweet Friday, Trump seemed to deny using the 
term “shithole” to refer to some countries during a private 
White House meeting Thursday, but acknowledged he used 
“tough” language during the negotiations. Among Republi- 
cans, there were differing responses to the comments, but 
few of them outright condemned his remarks. 
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things that were hate-filled, vile and racist.” 

“I cannot believe that in the history of the White House, 
in that Oval Office, any president has ever spoken the words 
that I personally heard our president speak yesterday,” Sen. 
Richard Durbin, D-Ill., told reporters. 

In a sign that the outcry over Trump’s remarks are 
unlikely to abate quickly, senior House Democrats said that 
they planned next week to introduce a resolution censuring 
the president for his comments. 

A day after the White House did not deny that Trump 
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President 
Donald 
Trump ges- 
tures as he 
boards Air 
Force One at 
Andrews Air 
Force Base, 
Maryland, 
on Friday 
Andrew Har- 
nik, Associ- 
ated Press 
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